FIELD ORDERS FROM SAN JACINTO BY HIS EXCELLENCY

GENERAL D. ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA
TO MAJOR GENERAL D. VICENTE FILISOLA
APRIL 22, 1836

SAN JACINTO--APRIL 21-22, 1836
The two roads to San Jacinto had been long and costly. Their crossing was to become
the most decisive event in the history of Texas. It was on April 21, 1836, that the "Napoleon
of the West", Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, met not only his "Waterloo", but also his
"Cromwell" in the form of Sam Houston.

Santa Anna's road had been glorious but costly; part of his army had swept from Matamoros to Goliad, secured the Texas coast, and destroyed all opposition at Fannin's expense.
Santa Anna himself had recently enjoyed a bitter victory at the Alamo and was now pursuing Houston in a mopping-up operation.

Houston's road meanwhile, had been plagued by internal problems and humiliation. He
had faced the indecision of the new Congress which could not decide between Statehood or
total Independence. Once the decision for Independence was made, he then had to face the
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red tape and divided commands of the new Republic. Moreover, his strategy of deceitful
retreat had been received as cowardice. However, Houston had been awaiting the proper
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place and day. The place was San Jacinto; the day, April 21, 1836.

It was on that day that an estimated force of I, I00 men under Houston attacked Santa
Anna's I, 150 men. Houston not only defeated the over-confident Santa Anna, but even added
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insult to injury by disturbing His Excellency's siesta with such unsavory yells like "Remember
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the Alamo", "Remember Goliad". His Excellency was forced to flee in disguise, only to be
captured the next day by his dreaded enemy. It was then, as a fore-runner to the Treaty of
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Velasco, that Santa Anna was forced to recall his army with the following letter to Major
General D. Vicente Filisola.

Your Excellency :

Triplicate

Having had, with the inadequate troops at my proximity, an unfortunate encounter with the enemy late yesterday which resulted in
my becoming a prisoner of war of the enemy, with all possible considerations granted my personage; under these circumstances, I therefore
advise Your Excellency to order General Gaona to countermarch to Bejar
to await further orders. Your Excellency and the troops under your
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command shall carry out the same orders. You shall also advise General
Urrea to withdraw his division to Guadalupe Victoria since an armistice
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has been reached with General Houston and further negotiations are
now taking place that shall terminate the war forever.
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Moreover, Your Excellency may arrange for the maintenance of
the army which is now under your command, plus for the supplies which
have arrived at Matamoros, and for the provisions which should exist
at said point and at Victoria; and also for the twenty thousand pesos
which should be in the treasury and were taken from Bejar.

I expect Your Excellency to carry out my orders to the letter withI'

out delay and to reply as soon as these orders and their compliances are
put into effect.

God and Liberty- Camp at San Jacinto -

April 22, 1836

Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna

To His Excellency: Major General D. Vicente Filisola

Published by
James W. Knight
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT OWNED AND PLACED ON LOAN

County Clerk of Bexar County

WITH THE BEXAR COUNTY ARCHIVES BY
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Carvajal

Prepared by
Richard G. Santos

San Antonio, Texas

Bexar County Archivist

Reproduced by private fondJ

